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Greetings in the name of our Messiah, the crucified and resurrected Jesus, he who is the resurrection and the life. The happy message of the gospel is that Jesus bestows that which he is: life and salvation here and now to the spiritually speaking living dead – Jew as well as gentile. And life, eternal life, at the end of time to everyone who believes in him – Jew as well as gentile.


The church which I belong to, the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Denmark, has a liturgy. For some of you it will probably be a boring experience to participate in such a liturgical service. But whether you like it or not, the liturgy of the church has roots in Judaism. The pastor does not himself choose the words to be said at baptism and burial, for example. The words from Peter’s First Letter, chapter 1 verse 3 must be said at baptism in the church, just as they must be said in the churchyard when the coffin has been lowered into the dark grave: “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His great mercy has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead.”

At baptism and new life it is not very difficult to praise God. At death and burial it is a different matter. Then we are not disposed to praise but to lament. Most of us, if not all, have experienced it –whether it was a father or mother, a child or a spouse or a good friend we buried. But in spite of what our feelings tell us, we nevertheless praise God, in tears, for the eternal life to which we have been born again through the resurrection of Jesus from the dead. The evil devil hates such praise and confession.

The last time I was in that situation was about one month ago, on January 31, when I said goodbye to a good friend of mine. He was also a good friend of LCJE, a man that those of you who have participated in the international LCJE conferences knew, Flemming Markussen. He died suddenly on January 24 of a coronary, only 49 years old. He left a wife and four children. He had suffered from the flu a couple of days; on January 24 his wife Mona found him dead in the bathroom.

From 1990 to 2008 Flemming Markussen, Birger Petterson and I produced a total of 72 LCJE Bulletins. Flemming did the layout . He was on the conference committees at five international LCJE conferences, Zeist 1991, Jerusalem 1995, New York 1999, Helsinki 2003, and Lake Balaton 2007; he did the layout of conference booklets, 24 booklets in all, almost 1,500 pages. He was responsible for registration and for the conference office and therefore one of those that the conference participants first met at these five international conferences. He was one of these thoroughly reliable persons who did not hanker after a place on the podium but did what was necessary to make it a good conference for the participants.

For 14 years he was a member of the Danish Israel Mission’s board. In the last devotional he wrote in the Danish Israel Mission’s magazine he takes as his starting-point the story of how Jesus forgives the paralytic his sins. Flemming meditates on how Jesus first surprisingly gives the paralytic at Capernaum forgiveness, not healing. And he concludes his article in this way: “He who has been surprised by Jesus’ forgiveness has the hope that also the Jewish people, in whose midst Jesus was born, may meet Jesus’ forgiveness.”


Therefore, “I Flemming”, who have been surprised by Jesus’ forgiveness, have the hope that the Jewish people may also meet Jesus’ forgiveness.

Flemming was inspired by that hope in his ministry as a busy parish pastor, and to such a degree that he spent a good deal of his own time on the cause that unites us at this conference, namely Jewish evangelism.

Let us therefore honour Flemming’s memory and, with pain, say: “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.”

God does indeed move in mysterious ways. In a way death is also part of the theme which we are gathered around at this conference, namely: Jewish Evangelism Against All Odds. I will touch upon that in my paper.

And now an event that took place two hundred years and two weeks ago, an event that is connected to Jewish evangelism. It is impossible to hold an LCJE meeting in 2009 without mentioning it.
Congratulations to a two-hundred-year-old

In the next issue of Mishkan I write the following under the heading “Current Issue”:
What could be more “current” here at the beginning of 2009 than to congratulate CMJ on its bicentenary? CMJ stands for “The Church’s Ministry among Jewish People”. The society was founded on February 15, 1809, under the name “The London Society for Promoting Christianity Amongst the Jews”, popularly called the ”London Jews Society” (LJS).



There is cause for congratulations – and that for several reasons:


First because it was the first Jewish mission society to be founded in modern times.


Second because the establishment of LJS gave inspiration to the establishment of a number of similar Jewish mission societies in continental Europe over the following decades.


Third because the gospel of Jesus through these 200 years has been proclaimed for Jews in many places, not just in Britain and Ireland, not just in continental Europe – west as well as east, Russia included – nor even just in Palestine/Israel but also in, for example, Algiers, Tunis, Morocco, Egypt, Abyssinia/Ethiopia, Argentina, the United States, South Africa and Australia.


Fourth, and not least, because CMJ stands by its commitment to share the gospel with Jews. This is no matter of course. It goes without saying that there have been ups and downs for LJS/CMJ. Has any society been without them? Even societies with a far shorter history have experienced that! But a number of the Jewish mission societies which came into being in the 19th century, thanks to inspiration from LJS, societies which also stood by the commitment to evangelize among Jews after Holocaust, have now reformulated their former vision, and some even dissociate themselves from mission among Jewish people.


In the bicentenary for its foundation CMJ defines its mission in this way on its homepage: “To encourage Jewish people to come to faith in Yeshua (Jesus) as their Messiah, to support them in serving him as Lord in the light of God’s purpose for them, and to equip the church to be involved in this mission.”

Mazal tov!
LCJE and Good Friends

LCJE is a global but small network. What unites us, whether we are Jews or gentiles, is the commitment to share the gospel with Jewish people. We may sometimes be disappointed at how little importance is given to Jewish evangelism on the agenda for Christian mission – if mission to Jews is not downright rejected. Against such a background it is good to see that we are not alone. We have good friends.

When I look back on the year 2008, I am pleased with the support for Jewish evangelism which has been expressed by World Evangelical Alliance (WEA). First they sponsored a full-page advertisement in the New York Times (March 28, 2009) with the headline “The Gospel and the Jewish People – An Evangelical Statement”, an advertisement which was later printed in other newspapers and Christian magazines. Next the Theological Commission of the World Evangelical Alliance brought together a theological task force on the outskirts of Berlin in August, which resulted in the statement “The Berlin Declaration on the Uniqueness of Christ and Jewish Evangelism in Europe Today.” The papers from this conference will appear, in a shortened form, in a book in 2009, edited by Dr David Parker, Executive Director of the WEA Theological Commission.

LCJE’s president, Tuvya Zaretsky, was the coordinator of the Berlin Consultation. The task force consisted of 13 persons. Six of these are members of LCJE, and several of the others are well known as speakers within the framework of LCJE.

The World Evangelical Alliance represents approximately 420 million Evangelicals in 128 countries. I shall hardly hurt anybody by saying that of course we do not suddenly have 420 million Evangelicals with Jewish evangelism on their daily agenda. This is not the way things work. But I am filled with admiration that a world movement like World Evangelical Alliance has officially given their full support to Jewish evangelism and thereby risked their good name and reputation; and right now, because of this support, they are being accused of promoting anti-Semitism.

In LCJE we cannot very well do without such friends.


I hope that Tuvya Zaretsky will later be given an opportunity to comment on the reactions to this declaration, positive as well as negative.


I will confine myself to quote from the conclusion of the Berlin Declaration:

Therefore, as Christians concerned for the well being and salvation of the Jewish people, we call for:

· Respect for religious conviction and liberty that allows frank discussion of religious claims 

· Repentance from all expressions of anti-Semitism and all other forms of genocide, prejudice and discrimination

· Recognition of the uniqueness of Christ as the crucified, resurrected and divine Messiah who alone can save from death and bring eternal life

· Reconciliation and unity amongst believers in Jesus

· Renewed commitment to the task of Jewish evangelism

LCJE and LCWE

Also in the Lausanne Committee on World Evangelization (LCWE) we have good friends. As LCJE we are part of the Lausanne “family”. The countdown has begun to the next major international LCWE conference, which will be held in Cape Town, South Africa, October 16-24, 2010.

In June this year the LCWE leadership will gather in Seoul, Korea. Douglas Birdsall, LCWE’s Executive Director, writes in an email in February: “This is a very important meeting, as it is the last time we will be meeting as a complete group before Cape Town 2010. We are building on the momentum from the 2004 Forum in Thailand, the 2006 Younger Leaders Gathering, and our 2007 LCWE Biennial Meeting in Budapest.”


According to plan Bodil F. Skjøtt and I will be representing LCJE at the Seoul meeting in June, and we will endeavour to have Jewish evangelism somehow included in the program. We hope there will be a workshop on Jewish evangelism. And we will work for some extra to appear on the program.

When the year 2010 has been chosen, the reason is of course that it is the centenary of the famous Edinburgh conference in 1910. Jewish evangelism was indeed on the program then but not quite as much as those who were then involved in Jewish evangelism had hoped.

About 4,000 participants are expected at the meeting in Cape Town in 2010. It is only possible to participate by invitation. LCJE can probably nominate approximately 10 persons. But naturally we hope that many more, involved in Jewish evangelism can be nominated through LCWE’s national or regional committees.

Short LCJE Update

And now finally a short LCJE Update. Here in 2009 we are halfway between two international conferences. The Ninth International LCJE conference has been scheduled for August 7-12, 2011. At the last ICC meeting in Boston 2009, it was decided to look into the possibilities for a conference in Malta or Turkey or somewhere else in the Mediterranean. We have allied ourselves with Peter Barbarics of Melba Tours in Hungary, who did a fine, professional job in connection with the Eighth International LCJE Conference at Lake Balaton, 2007.

For the time being, I am afraid I cannot tell you that we have found a venue. It would be easy if we did not have to take the price level into account. But we have not (yet) come to that. So far we are looking for a venue at a reasonable price so that as many as possible can participate. The financial crisis has not made these things easier, but we will do our best.

And then I am looking forward to what the year 2009 will bring. The third LCJE CEO conference will be held in May, like the second, also in France. Just under 40 individuals have registered, which is more than the two previous ones. One of the themes that will be discussed by the CEOs is how the financial crisis has influenced, or is likely to influence, the support of continued Jewish evangelism.

Due to the CEO conference in 2009, LCJE Europe has postponed their conference to 2010. It will be held in Krakow, Poland, April 19-23, 2010. LCJE AustralAsia will be holding a conference in Sydney, July 21-24. Meetings and conferences have also been planned for LCJE Israel, Japan, South Africa, Finland and Germany.


No doubt that everything could be done better, but LCJE – loose network as it is – is alive!

LCJE and the Future

LCJE is alive, I said. At the end of 2008 we had approximately 150 individual members and 23 agency members. But quite honestly, considering the fact that we define ourselves as a worldwide network, it is nothing to write home about. There are, praise the Lord, many others who are involved in Jewish evangelism even though they are not part of LCJE.

Next year, in 2010, LCJE will have existed for 30 years. 30 years does not sound impressive, especially not if you compare LCJE’s 30 years with LJS/CMJ’s 200 years. It is true that for a world organization 30 years is not a lot, but it is a different matter with a world network. Networks come and go. Let me – Deo volente – return to that next year! For the moment just this :

I see no reason to disband LCJE here and now. LCJE is alive – in some places LCJE is more alive than in others. LCJE is a network, not a hierarchy. LCJE is, as we have often said, what its members make it.

But I see no future for LCJE if we do not continuously strive to involve young leaders in LCJE. I am pleased to see that your coordinator here in North America, Jim Sibley, emphasizes that point in his annual report where he writes with a view to this meeting (LCJE Bulletin no. 95):
Again this year, we want to encourage our members to bring young leaders, even if it means subsidizing the cost of travel and lodging. We also want to encourage other chapters around the world to do the same. We found that there was a new energy and creativity injected into our meeting, and we expect the same this year.
With these words I am looking forward to a blessed meeting here in Phoenix under the theme: Jewish Evangelism Against All Odds.


“Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His great mercy has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead.”


Without such a hope there is no reason to get involved in Jewish evangelism.
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