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The statistics are in and the surveys have been done.  I don’t know if you have heard the news yet, but I think it is important for us to hear.  Here are the statistical facts.  More Jewish people are being reached with the message of Jesus and coming to the Lord through the local church than through Jewish mission agencies and messianic congregations.  Now I know this may come as a surprise to many of you because we are the professionals.  We are LCJE.  We know what we are doing, right?  Well I hate to break the news to you today (although I know that most of you are aware of the statistics) Gentile Christians are reaching our people.  And, they are doing a better job than our Jewish organizations are.  They are using terms like “Christ” and “convert”.  They are talking about “salvation” and “coming to the Lord”.  The statistics are irrefutable.  The Gentile cultured church is reaching our people.  They are touching more Jewish lives that any Jewish mission agency or Messianic congregation.  Gentiles are engaged with our people on a daily basis.  They are the neighbors, business associates, friends, and even family of Jewish people.  They are rubbing elbows with the Jewish community in the market place.  And they are doing it their way.  Preaching the gospel and bringing a relevant message to those who are searching.  They are not bringing a culturally Jewish message, but they are bringing a message that resonates with our people today; a message of hope, and shalom in the Messiah.
We know the history.  Most Jewish people have always been reached through the Gentile cultured church.  Paul the greatest evangelist and church planter, as a Jewish Christian missionary called to the Gentiles, gives us the missiological pattern.  Everywhere he went, he stopped in the synagogue first.  Then he moved on to the local Gentile population to bring the gospel to them.  His ministry was a success.  Gentiles began to come to the Lord in numbers.  However, his heart was made clear in Romans Chapter 11.  Salvation, he says, has come to the Gentiles “to provoke Israel to jealousy”.  Rom 11:11   It is the biblical, God given mission of the Gentile church to reach the Jewish people first according to Paul in Romans 1:16.  
The Apostle Paul went on to give support to his missiological pattern.  In Romans 11:13 he goes on to say to the Gentile cultured church, “Now I say to you Gentiles, in as much as I am an apostle to the Gentiles, I make much of my ministry (I plant churches) in the hopes that I might arouse some of my own people to envy, and save some of them”.  One of the primary, stated reasons, why Paul planted predominantly Gentile churches was so that those Gentile cultured churches would in turn share Jesus with the people who gave them Jesus.  And though the Gentile church has failed in understanding this mission, God is still using the Gentile cultured church.  Though the Gentile cultured church has historically kept Jewish people at arm’s length, God’s intent has still been fulfilled.   Though the Gentile cultured church has jettisoned its Jewish roots, Jewish people are still responding to the message of Jesus through the Gentile church.  This fact is not a reflection of the church’s success, but a reflection of God’s faithfulness to His Word.  He wants to use the Gentile cultured church to reach the Jewish community.  It is His design.   Just has God has used Israel despite their failure, so God had used the Gentile cultured church despite theirs.  Whether it is a function of sheer numbers, there are just more Gentile Christians than there are Jewish Christians, or whether it is a function of demography or social factors, the reality is the same; God is using the Gentile cultured church despite itself.  
I know that some of these facts are not easy for us to hear.  We are accustomed to thinking that our methodologies are most effective.  Because of that, it is an easy tendency to neglect the incredible resource we have in the church.  I believe we need to have strategic plans in place to engage and utilize the Gentile church for the purpose of relational Jewish evangelism.  We need to find ways to use our greatest resource, Gentile Christians who love our Messiah, to bring Jesus back to our people.  The church began as a Jewish movement.  It is through our people that Messiah came.  The Jewish people have a special place in God’s heart and plan.  We are obligated as Jewish mission agencies and messianic congregations to work with the Gentile church to reach our people.  Strategic alliances with Gentile churches need to be established by both Jewish mission agencies and Messianic congregations for the purpose of reaching the Jewish community with the message of Jesus.  They are not our enemies; they truly are our greatest resource.
Jewish mission has not been void of attempts to utilize local Gentile congregations to reach the Jewish community.  In the 1930s the Presbyterian Church in Philadelphia began using what they named the Parish Approach to reach the Jewish people.  In an article by Jonathan Kaplan the parish approach is described.  He says, “The work of the Presbyterian Church was not confined to community centers and their diverse programs.  The directors of the centers worked under the leadership of Conning and Hoffman to involve local Presbyteries and churches in their work, reflecting the department’s deep commitment to connectional ministry.  Because the goal of much of their work was to plug Jewish people who came to faith into local congregations, employing the vast people resources for the local church for this work made sense.  This close working relationship between local churches, the centers and their workers took the clearest expression of the parish approach.  Albert Huisjen defines the Parish Approach as the activity of a Christian congregation where her normal ministry is exercised in behalf of her mission to the Jews, the minister and members of the congregation functioning to the intent of seeking salvation”.  Jews for Jesus Olive Tree Project during the beginning of their Behold Your God campaign was another attempt by a Jewish mission agency to engage the local church in Jewish ministry.   In both of these cases both of these programs and approaches were abandoned for the more conventional Jewish ministry approaches we are familiar with today.
And so the question needs to be asked, “As Jewish mission agencies and messianic congregations why don’t we utilize the church the way we should?”  Let me pose some possible reasons.
It is more difficult.  It is easier to do the job our way.  We know the Jewish community.  We know their language.  And to a certain extent that is true.  It is also difficult to cut through church red tape, rules, regulations, and policies, which put road blocks in our direction.  It is easy to throw up ones hands and say, it’s not worth the effort.  There are times I feel as though I am banging my head against a brick wall that is not moving.  However the difficulty of the task should not discourage us from continuing to try.
It has never worked in the past.  Though Jewish ministries have attempted to work through the local church there is the perception, if not reality, that doing ministry through the local church has not been effective in the past.  Usually, as I said, efforts to minister through the local church have been abandoned to establish Messianic congregations or just move on to other methods of outreach.  The church has been left to do its own work among our people which is either unorganized or nonexistent.  Ministry to our people through the local church happens through individual believers but not on an organized level.
We are trained to do what we do.  Many of us have gone through training in Jewish evangelism.  We have become used to the current models.  Ministry to the Jewish community through the local church has never been a focus of Jewish ministry training.
The church can be resistant.  At times, the church is very difficult to work with.  Getting the exposure, laying a healthy foundation, and getting the support, is sometimes back breaking work.  We are dealing with this in Atlanta.  Even our most active supporting churches are resistant to give us the time and resources we need in the church to get the job done.  But we are not slowing down in our efforts. 
I believe we need to be intentional in reaching out to Gentile believers.  We need to begin to reevaluate and think more strategically about our models of ministry to more accurately reflect a changing society and the changing needs of Jewish people.  We need to evaluate how we work with local Gentile congregations.  Our ministries have been placed here for a purpose.  One of those purposes is to work with the local church to more effectively accomplish what God has called us to do.
In order to do this we must:

Build trusting relationships with the local church and Gentile believers.  This cannot be accomplished by visiting a church, presenting a Passover, and leaving, not to be seen for another year or two.  Relationships have to be developed through ongoing communication and connection. We need to be diligent in our efforts to encourage the church to do its job among the Jewish people.  We have to be persistent in our attempts to train Gentile Christians in their witness to their Jewish friends.  We have the resources, the knowledge, and the experience.  They have the relationships.  If we can bring these things together we will be able to share our testimony with more Jewish people and see more of our own come to know the Messiah.

Because we in Light of Messiah Ministries, are changing our ministry model to reach out to the Jewish community through their gentile friends, we are visiting with more Jewish people on a regular basis, having more fruitful and effective conversations, less of our time is spent with uninterested Jewish people, less time is spent building a caseload of contacts because contacts are brought to us, and we are seeing more Jewish people come to know the Lord through our efforts.  We are consistently seeing 15-20 Jewish people coming to know the Lord a year.  More than half of those decisions have come to us through contacts made in the local church.  God is moving.
HOW IS LIGHT OF MESSIAH MINISTRIES DOING IT?
Shalom Baskets

Our Shalom Basket ministry is designed to bring Gentile believers into closer relationship with their Jewish friends in a non-confrontational and culturally relevant way.  It also allows our ministry to come into contact with the Jewish friends of Gentile supporters of our ministry.  We have volunteers who make gift baskets for Rosh Hashanah and Hanukkah that may be ordered from us.  The Gentile gives us the name of their Jewish friend.  Either we deliver the basket to their Jewish friend or we encourage the Gentile to deliver it themselves.  The Gentile believer can indicate to us whether or not they want us to use the delivery of the basket as a witnessing opportunity.  
Our Shalom Basket Outreach accomplishes several goals:

1) It involves the local church and non-Jewish Christians in the witnessing process.  Believers get excited about giving their Jewish friends something that will touch them in a special way.  It helps Christians step out for their comfort zones to engage Jewish people through a spiritual connection.

2) It encourages Christians to do something proactive for their Jewish friends during the Jewish holidays.  Most Christians are afraid to extend a gesture of friendship to a Jewish person.  They are unsure of what to do or how to do it.  Shalom Baskets give them the opportunity to step out in faith.  This is the first step to help them become a more effective witness.
3) Shalom Baskets gets us on the doorstep of Jewish people in Atlanta.  Though we may not talk to the Jewish person about the Lord and may never meet the Jewish person to whom we are delivering the basket, we still have the opportunity to pray for them when we go to their home or place of business.  This gives us personal contact with Jewish people who have Christian friends that care about them.
4) It builds the relationship between the Gentile and the Jewish person.  The Jewish person always calls their Christian friend to thank them for the kind gift and gesture of friendship.  The believer may use the conversation as an opportunity to talk about and discuss deeper issues.  A connection is made between the Gentile Christian and their Jewish friend in a culturally relevant way.  We help Christians engage with their Jewish friends.  They are grateful.  Relationships are deepened.

5) Shalom Baskets give our ministry the opportunity to build a trusting relationship with Christians who have Jewish friends.  In order for our ministry vision to grow, Christians have to trust us to protect their relationship with their Jewish friend and not violate their trust.  The more they know they can trust us the more entrance we get into their lives and into the lives of their Jewish friends.
We have delivered thousands of Shalom Baskets over the years and have seen incredible results, including Jewish people who have come to know the Lord after receiving gift basket which opened their hearts to their Christian friends.
More information about our Shalom Basket ministry and FAQs can be found on our web site at www.lightofmessiah.org

Building Bridges Seminars

Building Bridges Seminars are a modification of the traditional Jewish Evangelism Seminar that many ministries have.  One of the problems we encountered with Jewish Evangelism Seminars was that the name itself turned people away.  Even in the largest churches we had a very minimal turnout.  People were afraid and even misunderstood the intent of the seminar.  By changing the name to “Building Bridges: Understanding Jewish People” we made the name of the seminar more palatable and have seen an increase in attendance.  
In addition to changing the name of the seminar we have made it our intent to not only teach on the Jewish roots of our faith, but also to meet Gentiles who have a Jewish friend in order for us to follow-up with them.  Attendance at our Building Bridges Seminar means an invitation to start or join a Jewish Ministry Team at the church, get involved with prayer walking with our ministry, and also to get involved with our Shalom Basket Ministry.  We want to engage the local church in ministry to the Jewish community and facilitate relational outreach.  So, in addition to building bridges between the Gentile and their Jewish friend we are building bridges between the Gentile and our ministry.
Jewish Ministry Teams

We are developing the concept of the Jewish Ministry Team in local churches to give us entrance into local churches on a more regular basis.  A Jewish Ministry Team serves two main purposes:
1)  They are our liaison into the local church.  Jewish Ministry Teams commit to pray for our ministry, to pray for Israel, and to keep Jewish ministry in front of the local church.  They are our advocates and advocates for the Jewish people.  Jewish Ministry Teams bring Jewish roots teaching into the church by sponsoring our ministry messages in the church such as Jesus in the Passover services, Jesus in the Jewish Festivals, etc.  By having a Jewish ministry team in a church we are keeping awareness of Jewish ministry and our ministry present on a more regular basis.
2) Jewish Ministry Team members seek out people in the local church with Jewish friends.  They give them encouragement, appropriate literature, and point them to our ministry for assistance.  Many Gentile believers in the local church have Jewish friends but are unaware of not only how to share Jesus with them, but also what is appropriate to do for their Jewish friends on the Jewish holidays.  Gentile believers need a contact to help them minister more effectively to their Jewish friends.  The Jewish Ministry Team is the first line of contact with Gentile believers.  We are then able to step in as a ministry and help.
Jewish Ministry Teams in local churches gives our ministry a presence in the church on a regular basis.  It lets people in the church know that we are here to help them if they have a Jewish friend or family member.  I am hopeful that as our teams grow and expand in Atlanta that we will be able to bring this idea to other churches that we partner with in the southeast. 
Jewish Friend Ministry Program
How many of us have asked a church who has Jewish friends?  The hands go up.  What do we do with those people?  All of those potential contacts are lost if we do not do something to proactively engage them with us.  We tell them we are there to help, but that is where it usually ends.  There is no follow through.  That is why we are developing a program to make sure the follow-up happens and to keep non-Jewish Christians engaged with us.

We have a brochure in development now to give to people at churches with Jewish friends.  The brochure is a description of our partnering ministry with churches and non-Jewish Christians.  In the brochure is an agreement to covenant together on behalf of their Jewish friend.  We covenant to give our time and resources and get in on the process of helping them share Jesus more effectively with their Jewish friend. 
We are asking Christians to give us the names of their Jewish friends.  We also get the information from the Christian.  Follow up occurs between us and the Gentile believer first.  After the relationship is established we equip and coach until we have the opportunity to meet with the Jewish person ourselves.  Of course there are times when we never meet with the Jewish person.  However we receive notes from Christians on a regular basis who are telling us that their Jewish friends are accepting Jesus through the relationships we have helped to foster.

Prayer Walks
Several years ago we began prayer walks in the Jewish neighborhoods around Atlanta.  Prayer walking the Jewish neighborhoods of Atlanta is getting more Gentile believers involved with our ministry and engaging them with the Jewish community in a non-threatening way.  We are using the North American Mission Board literature as a model.

Gentile believers who are hesitant to distribute literature and do street ministry are more willing to partner with our ministry through prayer walks.  Prayer walks, though not overtly evangelistic, give Gentile believers a feel for the Jewish community.  It puts them in the presence of Jewish people who they see walking to synagogue on Saturday morning.  It deepens their heart for their Jewish friends.  Prayer walking also gives us the opportunity to deepen our relationship with Gentile believers who have Jewish friends and opens the door for us to help them.

College Campus Ministries

Our college campus ministry has also taken a relational turn.  We are in the process of redefining how we do ministry on local college campuses.  Rather than building our ministry by primarily distributing gospel literature (which we still do on occasion) we are intentionally embracing the Christian students on campus in order to reach their Jewish friends.  We have encouraged believing students to bring their Jewish friends to personal meetings.  We are now meeting more Jewish students by cooperating with college campus ministries and meeting Jewish students through already established relationships.

An example of one way we are encouraging local college ministries was on the campus of Emory University where we had the students set up an “Apple and Honey Table” the week before Rosh Hashanah, the Jewish New Year.  The table had apples and honey on it with a sign that said, “Emory Christian Fellowship wishes the Jewish community a Sweet New Year”.  Jewish students stopped at the table all day wondering not only how the Christian students knew that Jewish people ate apples and honey for the New Year, but why they were doing it.  Many students brought their Jewish friends a mini Shalom Basket.  The outreach produced many conversations between the Christian students and their Jewish friends.

End Result: Decisions and Discipleship
Because we are working in and through the local church discipleship of new Jewish believers becomes and easier process.  Most Jewish people we pray with to accept the Lord have their Gentile friends with them during the seeing and decision making stage of their journey.  The Gentile believing friend is actively involved in and interested in the growth of their Jewish friends spiritual life.  Usually the Jewish person begins to attend church with their Gentile friend and gets grounded in a local church in that way.  We only need to do minimal follow up, which we do.  But the bulk of the responsibility for the discipleship of the new Jewish believer is left in the hands of their Gentile friend and the local church.  We help by making ourselves available to do the baptism and answer questions regarding growth and discipleship from a Jewish perspective.  We also help the Jewish person speak to their Jewish family members and process the uniquely Jewish problems associated with accepting Jesus and being raised in a Jewish home.  Because of the change in the focus of our Jewish ministry efforts we are experiencing less opposition and more fruit for the Kingdom.
What I have shared with you today is not just a change in what we are doing, but a change in the way we are thinking.  It is not just a change in methodology, but a change in the philosophy of how we approach Jewish evangelism.  It is a change in how we are trying to reach the Jewish community.  With God’s help, and the help of our Gentile brothers and sisters in Christ, we will see a greater expansion of the Kingdom among the Jewish community as we work in and through the local church to reach our people with the Good News of Jesus, the Messiah.
